
     

    COA Meeting Notes 

    December 12, 2018 

Kevin called the meeting to order at 10:10 am.  Members present:  Kevin Rudden, Earl 

Pearlman, Carol Kotros, Peg Nogueira, Mary Ann Hopkins, Brenda Rienzo, Ann Vandersluis and 

Director, Amy Wilson-Kent. 

The Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were unanimously approved.  Amy gave a verbal 

Director’s report: she has been busy with programming and meetings, van drivers are working 

out very well, new volunteers and patrons are coming to the center, new furnace and windows 

really helping out with fuel usage.  Amy said she would like to use volunteers for home visits, 

nursing home and rehab visits to support Outreach worker. 

Peg reported for the Friends who held their election of officers on Monday, December 10, 

2018. The trip to Foxwoods, which was previously cancelled, took place because they linked up 

with a group from Allston. A discussion about enclosing the gazebo with plastic for the winter 

determined that it was not cost effective and would cause damage to the existing posts, so the 

idea was scrapped. 

Old Business 

Food Pantry Update—Carol reported clients and home deliveries have increased.  Amy 

reported that Janet Hubener has helped out with food distribution the past couple of months 

due to shortage of volunteers. Amy would like to have her continue due to privacy issues and 

Janet’s connection with many of the clients. Carol said one client came and brought her mother 

from Hopedale and she explained to them the pantry is for Mendon residents only. Ann will 

send a thank you to the Lions Club for coordinating pick-up and delivery of the food and 

supplies from St. Gabriel Parish. 

Wellness Fair Update—sub-committee met and discussed not having a fair next year but 

instead something directed toward the under age 65 group. They will meet again in February 

2019. 

Senior Center Tours/Architectural & Engineering Study—Kevin is trying to set up a visit to 

Milford Senior Center for a Friday in December.  The senior center building committee has 

narrowed the seven architectural proposals received down to four finalists. They will be 

interviewing on Wed afternoons in January. 



Holiday Dinner—food was excellent, several new faces and plenty of help. Ann will send a thank 

you to the Ferrucci’s. Kevin presented Senator Fatman and Representative Murray with brass 

plaques to thank them for helping to secure the $50K state grant for senior center expansion. 

Carol made a motion to reimburse Kevin $150.83 out of the gift account. Mary Ann seconded. 

All approved. 

FY20 Budget—Amy will meet with Town Administrator to go over our budget which has 

increased postage, supplies, newsletter expenses, travel and training allowances and a request 

to increase Laura’s hours to 32 per week. 

Holiday Schedule—center will be closed Monday December 24 and Monday December 31. 

There will be no Whole Foods pick-up those weeks. 

New Business 

Attracting New Seniors—Kevin quoted: “If you build it, they will come.”  Amy had previously 

reported that new faces are showing up. 

Open Forum 

Amy has much interest in AARP Tax Preparation Program but has been told in the past that we 

are too small.  This year she received 6 responses to her ad from people who are interested in 

being involved in such a program.  She is wondering if we could ask Senator Fattman and 

Representation Murray to advocate for us having this program. Kevin suggested holding an 

AARP seminar to get further understanding of this program. 

The MCOA Rural Towns Conference is on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 in Sturbridge.  

Cornerstones of Milford donated 100 holiday stockings for our seniors. 

Meeting adjourned 11:45am.                            Respectfully submitted, 

        Ann Vandersluis 

        Secretary  

 

 


