
Town of Mendon 

Board of Health 

18 Main St. Mendon 

Minutes for  

April 11, 2018 
 

Andy Fiske, Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Present: Alan Greenberg Vice Chairman Tom Fichtner - BOH Member 

 

Location – Board of Health Office– 18 Main Street, Mendon, MA 01756 

 

70 Uxbridge Road – The property owner (Tom Vitalini) has an approved septic plan for his 

property, which contains two houses.  He wants to sell his property but he does not want to spend 

the additional money installing a Title V Compliant system for the smaller house, as he believes 

that the added expense would not translate to a higher value on the sale. The issue is that the 

current engineering plan is approved for the two houses and therefore, the Certificate of 

Compliance must be for the approved plans. The Board put forth a suggestion to get a failed Title 

V on the cesspool and a have a revised plan created just for the main house. 

 

E. L. Harvey & Sons, Inc. – Representatives John Horak and Ken McMenemy from E. L. 

Harvey & Sons came to the meeting to talk to the Board.  They understand that the contract with 

Republic Services formally expires June 30th, 2018 and wished to submit a proposal to the 

Board.  The Board raised concerns about procurement laws and Chapter 30B with respect to 

proper/legal negotiations, as it relates to the trash/recycle service for the Town of Mendon.  Mr. 

Horak provided the Board with a copy of the law (see below). Upon review of the guidelines 

presented, the Board concluded that discussions with E.L. Harvey or any other vendor would not 

violate any statutory guidelines, as they relate to this issue. The Board approved continuation of 

conversation with E.L. Harvey representatives.   

 

E.L. Harvey presented two proposals; Proposal #1 would have the Town share in the cost of the 

recycling component ($280,000.00 Year 1 & increasing incrementally as outlined)) and Proposal 

#2 would have E. L. Harvey taking full ownership of the recycling cost ($300,000.00 Year 1 & 

increasing incrementally as outlined).  Mr. Horak provided an overview of the company and 

explained that they are the largest independent trash/recycling company in Massachusetts.  They 

have very updated facilities, which includes on-board cameras on the trucks to assist in 

validating any trash/recycling pick up issues. In return, the Board asked questions about 

customer service processes, fuel charges, wait time charges, bulk pickup and associated costs, as 

well as their ability to provide a Sharps Program. 

 

Mr. Horak explained that their call center is in Westborough with 8 to 10 people in the office to 

answer phones.  There will be no fuel charges or wait time charges.  They also would donate 

$4,500.00 to the Household Hazardous Waste Day.  In their proposal, they are including a 

“Shredding Day” on the same day as the Household Hazardous Waste Day.  Bulk pickups would 

take place on a Wednesday instead of a Friday.  They will utilize the same route five days a 

week.  They would follow the same holiday schedule that is currently in place and they would 

allow the Board to keep the current contract for the printing of the Recycling Calendars.  

 

The Board thanked them for stopping by and said E. L. Harvey gave them something to discuss.  

After E.L. Harvey’s departure, the Board engaged in some lengthy discussions.  The Board 



weighed the current situation with Republic Services, along with what has been provided for a 

contract extension, against what has been presented by E.L. Harvey. Weighing the pros and cons, 

along with factoring in time constraints to the contract approval process, the Board decided on a 

different direction from what had been voted on February 6, 2018. Tom made a motion to 

rescind the February 6, 2018 majority vote, which was to extend the current contract. Alan 

seconds the motion.  All members agreed.  Motion carried. 

 

Alan made a motion to have E. L. Harvey & Sons provide the Board of Health with a contract 

for review that would include Proposal #2 ($300,000.00 in Year 1 and increasing incrementally 

as outlined, with the company taking ownership of recycling costs). Tom seconds the motion.   

All members agreed.  Motion carried. 

 

Alan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tom seconds the motion.  All members agreed.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved April 25, 2018 



 



 
 



 
 



 


