
     

    COA Meeting Notes 

    November 20, 2019 

Earl called the meeting to order at 10:35 am.  Members present: Earl Pearlman, Peg Nogueira, 

Diane Howell, Jennifer Talamini, Ann Vandersluis and Director, Amy Wilson-Kent. Absent: Carol 

Kotros and Mary Ann Hopkins. Diane Howell had to leave the meeting early. Also present: 

Diane Duncan from We Care Misco, an organization formed with the positive goal to improve 

this older school building. She reached out to us to make us aware of the organization and its 

goal of volunteerism to foster ownership and pride because a positive environment leads to 

success. Also present: senior center volunteer, Bette Armstrong, who was interested in listening 

to the meeting. 

The Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were unanimously approved. Amy gave a verbal 

Director’s report. She received a check from Mendon Yacht Club for $250 for fuel assistance. In 

regard to the check received last month, she contacted the family because the check was made 

out wrong and gave them the choice of to whom to designate the check. They chose Friends of 

Mendon Elders, who will earmark the donation for people in need. In response to Laura’s 

Facebook post, the Bellingham Senior Center donated a pre-lit Christmas tree. Diane Howell is 

doing a great job with the pen-pal program. Amy procured one additional hour per week for 

Laura under the EOEA State Grant. 

Friends update: Kay Holmes received an award for most distance walked under the walking 

program coordinated by Diane Howell. For their December meeting, there will be a gift swap 

accompanied by a catered lunch from Blair House of Milford. 

Old Business 

Food Pantry Update—Scout Food Drive a tremendous success, will be receiving food donations 

from St. Gabriel’s  and Boston Food Bank so we are in great shape. Fresh vegetables were 

purchased and distributed to 40 food pantry recipients during November’s distribution. Peg 

made a motion to allow up to $300 for fresh veggies for December’s holiday season. Jen 

seconded. All approved. Peg reported that the flyer in The Crier was very helpful in targeting 

the most needed items. 

Senior Center Update—next meeting with architect December 12 at 3pm to discuss price and 

make adjustments if necessary. During the November meeting, the architect gave a 

presentation of how the outside of the building would look. Earl thought it was presented very 

well. 



MCOA Conference—Amy presented a written summary of the six workshops she attended. 

Veteran’s Breakfast—Veteran, Earl Pearlman, thought it went great, food and entertainment 

wonderful, an all around successful event. 

Holiday Dinner—December 4, 2019—main course chicken marsala.  Amy has lined up two 

volunteers in addition to COA members. 

ABMI Cable Program—ABMI is very receptive to the idea. Jen Talamini has offered to do the 

interviews on topics of interest to seniors. The monthly half hour program will talk about on- 

going happenings, updates on senior center expansion, etc. First episode will be an introduction 

to what this program will be about. 

New Business 

FY21 Budget—Amy hasn’t received a submission deadline yet. It will be pretty much the same 

as FY20. Once again, will request more hours for Laura Newton. 

Holiday Schedule—closed December 24, 25, 26, closed January 1, open January 2, 2020. 

Open Forum 

Amy has received offers from organizations who wish to donate to families in need during the 

holidays. Also, an electric scooter was previously donated to the senior center. The senior who 

is currently using it cannot afford the battery ($150-$200) which needs replacing. Since we own 

the scooter, we decided to replace the battery with money donated for people in need. 

Meeting adjourned 12:15 pm. Next meeting December 11, 2019. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Ann Vandersluis 

       Secretary     

 


