
     

    COA Meeting Notes 

    December 11, 2019 

Peg called the meeting to order at 10:08 am.  Members present: Peg Nogueira, Earl Pearlman, 

Mary Ann Hopkins, Jennifer Talamini, Ann Vandersluis and Director Amy Wilson-Kent.  Diane 

Howell arrived at 10:15. Carol Kotros was absent. Earl had to leave the 10:55. Volunteer Mark 

Rousseau participated in the architectural/engineering discussion. 

The Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were unanimously approved. Amy gave a brief Director’s 

report:  she has been very busy with activities and programming; on Mondays Laura has been 

working on a Voice Connect feature which will allow us to notify all seniors with important 

messages; Brothers of the Brush are using the senior center and van on December 16, 2019 to 

go Christmas caroling. 

Friends’ Update:  Diane Howell was at the December meeting which was mainly devoted to a 

catered luncheon by Blair House and a Yankee gift swap.  The members did decide to keep the  

same board for 2020. 

Old Business 

Food Pantry—Mary Ann said nearly all clients attended and there were no complaints about 

the ID card. The flyer in the Crier worked very well in getting needed items and very few 

expired ones. 

Tours/Architectural Engineering Study—Amy passed out Architect’s drawing of the upper and 

lower levels of the senior center expansion and we discussed; the December 12, 2019 

committee meeting is postponed; Amy will arrange a tour of the Walpole MA senior center 

after the holidays. 

Holiday Dinner—the food was great and everyone enjoyed; suggestions were for more help, 

especially serving so the kitchen workers can remain in place;  Peg thought one larger portion 

of meat would be easier to serve than several smaller pieces; Ann will send a thank you note to 

the Ferrucci’s. 

ABMI Cable Program—no new updates; target date is to start after the New Year. 

New Business 

Capital Planning—Amy submitted our list of requests to the Capital Planning Committee. Some 

are already underway, such as, the expansion study; some are partly done, such as, the parking 



lot; one is completed and it’s the new replacement furnace. Also, we’ll need a new van in 3-5 

years and possibly a mini van with raised roof for smaller trips or when big van is in use. 

New Year’s Eve Party—cost is $5/person; honky-tonk piano music from 11-12 noon followed by 

Chinese food for lunch; after lunch there will be some games.  There will be appetizers and 

party favors, too. 

FY21 Budget—once again we’ll request more hours for Laura; Fin Com will handle salary 

adjustments; due to more seniors in town, will request increase in home care line item from 

$1000 to $1200. 

Friends of Elders 2020 Funding Requests—Friends provide a budget to Amy for the following: 

copier maintenance, entertainment, beautification, director’s discretionary account, fitness 

programs, rug/chair cleaning, program supplies/food and will include in budget for craft 

supplies this year. 

Senior Center Handicap Access—a senior who uses a walker reported the entry ramp is slick; 

Amy will contact the installer to see if he has any recommendations. 

Open Forum 

End of January, Senior Center employees will once again go out to lunch. 

Peg mentioned she saw the Very Merry Dickens Carolers and they are wonderful. She 

suggested Amy apply under Cultural Council for this program for December 2020. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:55am.    Next meeting January 8, 2020 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Ann Vandersluis 

       Secretary 


