
TO:  Mendon Select Board 
FROM: Amy Fahey, Chair 
  Taft Library Board of Trustees 
RE:  Signature of Design Contract for Library/Rectory Feasibility Study  
DATE:  April 16, 2020 
 
This letter is meant to give some background helpful info on this agenda item to the Select 
Board. 
 
In early 2019, Representative Brian Murray had not received any requests from Mendon for FY 
2020 earmark funds.  As his deadline approached, he asked Andrew Jenrich if the library had 
plans for the rectory.  Andrew explained that it was town property and not part of library 
operations, but that his understanding was that the town had no plans (or funding) for it. Brian 
told him he planned to put in a request for funding for a feasibility study on options for the 
rectory, which would include potential use by the library.  He noted that although Mendon may 
not have any plans for the building in the near future, a feasibility study must be done before 
moving forward anyway.  Ultimately, the amount of $25,000 was approved and earmarked by 
the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners (MBLC).    
 
In late November, the Town was notified of the award.  Since the funds were earmarked by the 
MBLC, the contract to accept the terms of the funding was signed by me and Andrew, as is 
common procedure with this type of funding by the MBLC.  The money was released in early 
January and had to be spent by the end of June 2020.   
 
Given that we had six months to issue an RFQ, hire an architect, have the study done and pay 
for it, the Trustees confirmed with Kim Newman in December that we would handle the process 
with Town Counsel.  Our aim was to include potential community uses by all town residents. 
 
On 3/18, we issued the RFQ for Designer Services for Taft Library / Old Rectory Feasibility 
Study, along with a draft contract, with the help of Cindy Amara.   We included these options for 
consideration in the RFQ: 
 

Option 1: Demolish and Build New Building 
 
Demolish the old rectory and build a one-story multipurpose building to accommodate at 
least 75 people and include a meeting room, space for programming, maker space, 
kitchenette, FOL book sales, FOL book storage and public events.  The building would be 
available for use by the Library, the Town and its residents. 
 
Option 2: Demolish and Build a Pavilion 
 
Demolish the old rectory and build an outdoor pavilion to accommodate at least 75 people 
for programming, FOL book sales and public events.  The building would be available for 
use by the Library, the Town and its residents. 
 



Option 3: Demolish and Landscape 
 
Demolish the old rectory and landscape the space to accommodate some outdoor 
programming such as the Summer Reading Program and FOL book sales. 

 
SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
Upon Receipt of a Notice to Proceed, the designer’s services shall include but are not 
limited to the following for each of the three options described above, where applicable: 
 
Provide preliminary schematic design drawings focusing on site plan, building plans fitted 
to the site, furnishing plans, interior layout, exterior elevations, materials and preliminary 
building systems, where applicable. The Library would like to incorporate sustainable 
features, such as solar panels, where feasible. Provide a total cost estimate that includes 
all project costs related to the demolition of the old rectory, design and construction of a 
new building (i.e. construction cost estimate, furniture/equipment, project management, 
fees and contingencies). 

The Successful Responder shall attend a pre-development meeting and address points of 
clarification regarding the Project.  

The Successful Responder shall prepare and submit three (3) sets of Schematic Design 
Documents, Preliminary Specifications, and Schematic cost estimate. Components shall 
include a. Site plans b. Floor plans, building circulation c. Exterior elevations, rendering 
and color palette d. Critical building sections and details e. Relevant right of way 
information such as easements, building setbacks etc. f. Location of utilities and sizes. 

 
We issued the RFQ to four architects: 
 

• Abacus Architects + Planners (did library renovation) 
• DRA Architects 
• BKA Architects 
• saam architecture 

 
On 4/1, we received responses from Abacus and BKA.   
On 4/8, the Trustees submitted their individual evaluations and voted unanimously to hire the 
most highly rated firm, Abacus.   
On 4/22, we plan to have a kickoff meeting with Abacus which, of course, the public is welcome 
to join.  We will post the agenda for that Zoom meeting by the end of the day on Monday, 4/20. 
 
 











Hi Laura, 

 

I would like the Select Board to appoint David Restic to the Board of Registrars with a term ending 

3/31/2023.  I will call in on Tuesday’s meeting if the Board has questions.   

 

Be well and thank you! 

 

Ellen Agro 

Mendon Town Clerk 

20 Main St  

Mendon, MA 01756 

(508) 473-1085 

eagro@mendonma.gov 





Hi Eric, 

 

I brought to Kim Newman’s attention that the senior center recently began receiving memorial 

donations in memory of Sharon Cutler, a former Selectperson, who passed away late last month.  Her 

family apparently chose to designate the Mendon Senior Center for donations to a building fund.  We 

were not aware of this until we began receiving checks nor do we have an account established for such a 

purpose.  Could we set up such a fund?  Kim was unsure about this and suggested we check with you.  

Note – we do have a COA gift account for donations given for general purposes.   

  

Thank you, 

Amy 

Amy Wilson Kent 
Senior Services Director 
Mendon Senior Center 
62 Providence St.  
Mendon, MA 01756 
Phone: 508-478-6175 
Fax: 508-473-7036 
 



Chapter 53 regarding State and Local Taxes 
 

• The “Chief Executive Officer” of a city or town, or a district, may:  
o Extend the due date for real estate and personal property taxes, to a date not later than 

June 1, 2020  
o Extend the date an application for exemption of taxes is due from April 1 to a date not 

later than June 1, 2020  
o Waive the payment of interest and other penalty for late payment of any excise, tax, 

betterment assessment or apportionment thereof, water rate or annual sewer use or 
other charge added to a tax for any payments with a due date on or after March 10, 
2020 where payment is made after its respective due date but before June 30, 2020. 

o In the event of late payment of any excise, tax, betterment assessment or 
apportionment, water rate, annual sewer use, or other charge added to a tax for any 
payments with a due date on or after March 10, 2020., so long as paid before June 30, 
2020. 

However, you may not terminate any essential services (such as water service, trash collection or 

electricity) due to a resident’s failure to pay these taxes or fees, if nonpayment resulted from a 

“demonstrated inability to pay” due to the COVID-19 outbreak or the Governor’s declaration of a State 

of Emergency if paid on or before June 30, 2020.    This “inability to pay” shall include demonstrated 

financial hardship of a resident, which may include, but is not limited to, events such as loss of 

employment or serious illness or death of someone within 


