MINUTES OF MEETING------------------------------------------------------------JUNE 6, 2022
Meeting called to order at 5:30 P.M.  Assessor Chairman Kevin Rudden, Assessor Ken O’Brien and Principal Assessor Jean Berthold are present.  Assessor Susan Edmonds was present via telephone.  This meeting is being held in person, remote and being recorded. 
The Board reorganizes.
Motion made by Sue and seconded by Kevin to appoint Ken O’Brien as Chairman of the Board.  Kevin aye, Sue aye, and Ken aye.  Unanimous vote.
Motion made by Sue and Ken steps down as Chairman to second appointing Kevin Rudden as Clerk.  Kevin aye, Sue aye and Ken aye.  Unanimous vote.
Motion made by Kevin and seconded by Sue to appoint Jean M. Berthold as Principal Assessor for Fiscal Year 2023.  Kevin aye, Sue aye and Ken aye.  Unanimous vote.
The Board discusses the withdrawal of the Principal Assessor from the Town Hall Union.  Chairman Ken advises that while he is in favor of proceeding, he feels the Board should table this item for a month or two.  Ken reads MGL Chapter 41, Section 25A and MGL Chapter 41, Section 108N1/2.   Conversation ensues including the reason why the Principal Assessor was originally placed in the Town Hall Union and how it is now possible, due to the Municipal Modernization Act, for the Board of Assessors to negotiate and enter into a contract with this position.  Motion made by Kevin and seconded by Sue to hold off temporarily and move forward in the near future.  Sue aye, Kevin aye and Ken aye.  Unanimous vote.
Motion made by Kevin and seconded by Sue to approve the minutes of 2/28/22.  Kevin aye, Sue aye and Ken aye.  Unanimous vote.
The Board signs the end of month Motor Vehicle Abatement Reports and the end of month Real Estate Abatement Report.
Principal Assessor Jean advises the Board that Paul S. Kapinos Valuation Services Co. contract is expiring June 30, 2022.  She advises that she has submitted a Goods and Services Legal Notice for Request for Sealed Requests to the Secretary of States Office to appear in the Central Register.  This notice should appear as of today and will fulfill the obligations of Chapter 30B.  The RFPs for the implementation of a valuation program Fiscal Years 2023 through 2025 will be due in our office by June 22, 2022.
The Board discusses the second Open Meeting Law Complaint filed by Mark Reil.  Chairman Ken reads the complaint and discusses it with the other members.  	Chairman Ken advises that no ill intention was done, more of a misunderstanding but apologizes to the public if the Board did do something wrong.  Mr. Reil accuses two members of deliberating in an email chain when they responded to an email forwarded by the Principal Assessor by responding to “all”.  Kevin advises that knowing the other two members who were accused of wrongdoing, he is sure it was not intentionally done.  Chairman Ken states that this is a petty issue and does not speak to the office’s work product.  Kevin advises that all work performed in the Assessor’s Office is highly scrutinized by the Department of Revenue and this office receives high praise.  Further, Chairman Ken states that the night prior to the election, the Select Board chose to meet and open contracts that had been negotiated in good faith and signed, to give larger raises than originally negotiated.  This includes the Town Administrator whose signed contract stipulated a 0% raise for FY2022 and now will receive a retroactive 4%.   Chairman Ken feels that should include showing up to work at the Town Hall.
The Board discusses an email forwarded by the Human Resources Officer to the Principal Assessor regarding the approval of her weekly payroll submissions, vacation and sick time requests.  Motion made by Sue and seconded by Kevin to forward a response to the HRO advising that the Principal Assessor’s position is a salaried Department Head and does not require an approval of the payroll submissions, vacation and/or sick requests.  Sue aye, Kevin aye and Ken aye.  Unanimous vote.
Sue departs the meeting.
Motion made by Kevin and Ken steps down as Chairman to adjourn the meeting at 6:00 P.M.   Kevin aye, Ken aye.  Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin Rudden, Clerk
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