USDA Designates 3 Counties in New Hampshire as
Primary Natural Disaster Areas with Assistance to
Producers in Massachusetts.

The USDA has recently announced a round of fast track, drought disaster declarations around
the country. One of these was for 3 primary counties in New Hampshire and, therefore, three
contiguous counties in Massachusetts: Middlesex, Essex and Worcester. Counties that have
been at D2 on the national drought monitor for 8 consecutive weeks or a higher drought
intensity value for any amount of time will receive a Secretarial Disaster Declaration. The
USDA drought fast track map, updated on 8/24, resulted in the designation
(http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navid=drought). These fast track
designations will keep coming and more of our counties will become eligible for Emergency
Loan assistance.

Of course, these fast tracks should not be confused with the disaster declarations based on crop
loss assessments which we submitted for most of the state on 8/19. That's currently processing
as well. Drought is unique in that there are two paths to receiving a disaster declaration. While
waiting for a fast track declaration to kick in is fine, there is no guarantee that a county will
stay at that D2 level for 8 consecutive weeks. The FSA has taken the parallel track of doing a
loss assessment based declaration request to ensure that as many of their impacted producers
can become eligible for Emergency Loans.

Please contact your local FSA office for further information.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Mbnwfh8gW-az76EM_SK2ZaqkOuslsdFUlbVsrGKaX1Yy-NM_fcA1qrWZlOPCCHoU7yJtzkjLV-WIhX8Bt58vU_8k3VzazVxLlQIWcYelngWG5QdKC1WUdv_tCZMPI1U4uPOTadBoO7k9dhT3EZfjYzuBFROc8Y1f7dmz79MrBuIppYEOkQxt6aFSYdjxjQJJKIlydsdgtTNNuet84F6lVTmj-EkL3YACVCpD826OAAY=&c=OLVE-Cxp3OXTGA3HM7eeDkyhbGk8QlK5f1n2li90LqscX5icIHq1cg==&ch=CShE2P-1uWqedHxaQyp4QyjuygUFFD5LgFDrc9Qe9vKeGJXmmbOy2w==
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Essex, Franklin, Middlesex, Worcester Counties Now
Eligible for Drought Disaster Programs

MARLBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS - Sept. 6, 2016 - Due to a round of fast-track drought disaster
declarations by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), four counties in Massachusetts, including
Essex, Franklin, Middlesex and Worcester, are eligible for Emergency Loan assistance as of Aug. 31.

These counties are contiguous to five primary counties in New Hampshire that have received a
Secretarial Disaster Declaration. To receive this designation a county has to be at D2 on the national
drought monitor for eight consecutive weeks and/or have a higher drought intensity value for any
amount of time.

"We applaud this course of action taken by USDA," said MFBF President Ed Davidian. "It is excellent
news that farmers in Essex, Franklin, Middlesex and Worcester counties are now eligible for drought
disaster programs. However, this doesn't cover all of our farmers that have been impacted by the
drought. We still need a disaster declaration based on crop loss assessment for all of our farmers to
receive aid."

The USDA Farm Service Agency submitted the crop loss assessment for the Commonwealth on Aug.
19. The assessment is currently being processed.

"The fast-track designations are a step forward and we expect to see more Massachusetts farmers
become eligible for disaster relief programs in the near future, whether through the crop loss
assessment that was submitted by USDA, or through this fast-track program,” Davidian said.

If you live in Essex, Franklin, Middlesex or Worcester county, please contact your local USDA Farm Service
Agency office for more information on the programs available to you. The following link to the FSA home page
includes a tab with county office contact information:

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Massachusetts/index.



https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Massachusetts/index

Drought Resources: Water Tanker Companies

The MA Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) is providing the list below of water
tanker companies to farmers and the agricultural community for quick access information should
these resources be helpful in providing assistance with drought conditions. MDAR is providing
this list for informational purposes only and does not endorse or recommend any commercial
products or services. Therefore, mention of commercial products or services cannot be construed
as an endorsement or recommendation. The MDAR web site provides links to other internet sites
for informational purposes and for the convenience of its users. MDAR does not endorse

organizations that sponsor linked, external web sites.

| Company Name

| state | Town

| 24/7 Contact # | Website

Gavlak

Marasi Pool

Clarks Pool Water
Dalton Water

Henshaw Farms
Z-Taylor

Indian Head Water
Rocky Mountain Water
Lawrence Tank Inc
Clearwater Transport

PJ Murphy

RCL Trucking

GW O'Brien Inc

NALA Industries

Polar

Fortin Co's

Monadnock Mountain Water
Aclear Alternative

Benn & Sons Water Delivery
Hudson Water Transport
Scituate Pool Filling

Pristine Mountain Springs

CT
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
NH
NH
NJ
RI
RI
RI

VT

Somers
Agawam
Barre
Braintree
Chesterfield
Fitchburg
Hanson
Hingham
Lawrence
Methuen
Methuen
Millis
Tyngsborough
Upton
Worcester
Londonderry
Wilton
Pennsauken
Ashaway
Hudson
Johnston

Stockbridge

1-860-558-8511
413-636-1580

1-508-769-9505
1-781-831-2455
1-413-531-7235
1-978-833-2295
1-781-294-4040
1-888-960-5500
1-978-685-5924
1-978-265-5053
1-978-265-5053
1-508-726-2001
1-978-649-6014
1-508-529-7665
1-774-535-7711
1-603-860-7992
1-617-803-0485
1-888-577-8088
1-401-377-2561
1-401-624-3735
1-401-942-5200

1-802-746-8186

www.gavlak.net
http://www.poolwatertruck.con

www.bulkwaterdelivery.com
www.daltonwater.com
www.henshawfarms.com
www.waterforpools.com
www.indianheadwater.com
http://getrockspringwater.org/¢
None
www.clearwatertrans.com
www.pjmurphy.8m.com
www.rclwater.com
www.gwobrien.com
www.nalawater.com
www.polarbev.com
www.fortinstorage.com
http://monadnockspring.com/
www.aclear.com
www.bennandsons.com
www.hudsonwatertransport.cc
Www.goscituate.com

None



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lyae1gHCu1nDm-DXHlLpdJ3jkMtZ_Yt7prDez6QGGxsDaD8qjV-XE9admYrHLjMV84FeS6Y86bzyNsxx4U_IGnbTS9VOi6kpVscjcsb4sa8LmO-9PXnCxwSU4ABwQcSsAtiq-DDO8SNWXN7yG6Mn8by4ERvPgBielMxMIY2NokM=&c=SvqZ6Naa7MiS_5EWeMPCjW8oHcPTPMEa9hQ17jrqJ8VVXzHxlLavGw==&ch=UZYHTdQ2Y2Gnuqw15FOopgBp7QBOPyVogxZhLHyrj-SgQr6BOmLnXg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lyae1gHCu1nDm-DXHlLpdJ3jkMtZ_Yt7prDez6QGGxsDaD8qjV-XE9admYrHLjMV6hzon3FYEfKXTyv4wgmYL0EM2qDiDf-bhKJrgStSOdgL7_5BSHrMsR-aHvZ3r4m7YZ5v5ZRKkg_IRKYcrqQd2T3dGAZzlcRt2GPFUpzM2WR5BJnd2-8GBA==&c=SvqZ6Naa7MiS_5EWeMPCjW8oHcPTPMEa9hQ17jrqJ8VVXzHxlLavGw==&ch=UZYHTdQ2Y2Gnuqw15FOopgBp7QBOPyVogxZhLHyrj-SgQr6BOmLnXg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lyae1gHCu1nDm-DXHlLpdJ3jkMtZ_Yt7prDez6QGGxsDaD8qjV-XE9admYrHLjMVoRWSQagyQY1oRhQYfbTmBXnWMP5ZT5DkSVuyauDbCZkzXVm3gE5Es2BHQmPUMFE8NNcKFKgZ_u8oUYXV-MJ1bJyfLB6kPatTHrXSnsQt82EEfiSqTd_Xdg==&c=SvqZ6Naa7MiS_5EWeMPCjW8oHcPTPMEa9hQ17jrqJ8VVXzHxlLavGw==&ch=UZYHTdQ2Y2Gnuqw15FOopgBp7QBOPyVogxZhLHyrj-SgQr6BOmLnXg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lyae1gHCu1nDm-DXHlLpdJ3jkMtZ_Yt7prDez6QGGxsDaD8qjV-XE9admYrHLjMV06IbJOY-xs7N_cF1WdyZ5fxlnLXr0QnaQ6jgAvh9dJAkxIaTwl04Ki8-K7DNpwlXhf_dX6gr1FzJgatec2mHcHfR892BBEKH3pKrsD6NcGOkWzY3hkW2vA==&c=SvqZ6Naa7MiS_5EWeMPCjW8oHcPTPMEa9hQ17jrqJ8VVXzHxlLavGw==&ch=UZYHTdQ2Y2Gnuqw15FOopgBp7QBOPyVogxZhLHyrj-SgQr6BOmLnXg==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lyae1gHCu1nDm-DXHlLpdJ3jkMtZ_Yt7prDez6QGGxsDaD8qjV-XE9admYrHLjMVCLBFSAHDxID_wwc6TjhztLTTeK5nYH1NkoOmokaaN2WnR63HFCvNBL9I_-EqjFtBy1F4YKxAPcwRp2ioKbspFKF2w-8t3QOF7IuovoLXtknmF--t3qpnyA==&c=SvqZ6Naa7MiS_5EWeMPCjW8oHcPTPMEa9hQ17jrqJ8VVXzHxlLavGw==&ch=UZYHTdQ2Y2Gnuqw15FOopgBp7QBOPyVogxZhLHyrj-SgQr6BOmLnXg==
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SBA Announces Federal Economic Injury
Disaster Loans

Available to Small Businesses in Massachusetts

On September 2, 2016 the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) announced that federal
Economic Injury Disaster Loans are available to small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives,
small businesses engaged in aquaculture, and private nonprofit organizations located in the counties
of

Essex, Middlesex and Worcester in Massachusetts as a result of the drought that began on August
16, 2016. These counties are eligible because they are contiguous to one or more primary counties in
New Hampshire.

Under this declaration, the SBA's Economic Injury Disaster Loan program is available to eligible farm-
related and nonfarm-related entities that suffered financial losses as a direct result of this

disaster. With the exception of aquaculture enterprises, SBA cannot provide disaster loans to
agricultural producers, farmers, or ranchers. Nurseries are eligible to apply for economic injury
disaster loans for losses caused by drought conditions.

These working capital loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable, and other bills
that could have been paid had the disaster not occurred. The loans are not intended to replace lost
sales or profits. Applicants may apply online using the Electronic Loan Application (ELA) via SBA's
secure website athttps://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela.

Disaster loan information and application forms may also be obtained by calling the SBA's Customer
Service Center at 800-659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the deaf and hard-of-hearing) or by sending an
email to disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. Loan applications can be downloaded

from www.sba.gov/disaster. Completed applications should be mailed to: U.S. Small Business
Administration, Processing and Disbursement Center, 14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth,

TX 76155. Completed loan applications must be returned to SBA no later than April 25, 2017.

HH#

The Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation is a non-profit organization representing nearly 6,000
family members across the Commonwealth. MFBF is an advocate for farmers, run by farmer members
who develop policies through its grassroots process. Its mission is "to protect the rights, encourage
the growth, and be of service to its members, in the best interest of agriculture.”

For more information about the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation, please visit www.mfbf.net.
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